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It was my Y(irthday. My Grandmother, Claire Reordan, wanted t
me out to do something different. Hoping somewhere in this outing the
cake, | cautiously put my jacket on and hopped in the car with her. A's
put us in the parking lotof Robes Lake i n Seasi de
Kmart and there was no reflection of the Embassy Suites on the water
exiting the vehicle, | realized | was the victim of a conspiracy. My Gran
planned a field trip for me and asked her rienfl o i n u s . He
Margaret Moody. She would be someone who would affect all of us fo

our |ives. On this day, she and
Birds? 1 dm a 10 year o0 bndeathddpw upy my
Gl Joes with firecrackers. And they want me to look at birds? Okay, fin
dondt need a scope to just |1 ook
boat racing on the | ake t Hieettionsdn
how to hold it and focus. I wat
scanning back and forth when so
nor a duck, and it has some hey a
each take turns | ooking in the

what it was. If they did, it was a great job acting. We grabbed the book
through it. Margaret kept asking for details as we looked at over 460 p
constantly had to go back to the scope to gatiraranbeestioa this crazy

looking thing. It was aboed3@ninutes later when we decided we had se
enough to convince us of a positventitnon Moosleeagreed. Margaret an
Claire were as excited as | was. Not only was it a great look at an elus
apparently a o6rarityd. oO0We have

Al ert?dé | asked. They elkipdrae birdesd

ot hers can come and see it. Webd

oWhat other rare birds can we s

and a Wood Duck over at t heanNwgyv

nued on page 2

love for birds. écont i
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Common MoorhernChris Hartzell
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Today, Canada Geese are no | onger oOrare bir
in a while yazan still find a Common Moorhen. Claire and Margaret would take me on all the guegdrefield tr
MoleraCarmel Valley, and Los Bantact | lead a Los Banos trip now over 2 days, how it was oridibalijado
to be taught more abouslardi wildlife by birders than by my school teachers. Birders like; Brian Weed, V
Volmanski, Chris Tenney, Kim Kuska, Bob Tintle, Paul Eastman, Dennis and Becca Serdehely, and Dor]
many others too long to list. Although my parenistgatatere with outings in the wild, and my Grandmothef
Grandfather played a significant role in getting me into the conservation field by taking me when they vo
Lobos and the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Margaret Moody played eoleebethdbrectly and indirectly in my if
and in my future. | accompanied Margaret on MANY bird trips and although | was only a fraction of her 3
friend. At 17 years old and desperate to seek independence, | was faced deitiseoadiueitrgr follow my par
i n a move that would postpone my graduating Hi
me homeless in days. | lived under the Carmel River Bridge, scrounged for food frotvaties Ratfle\siagitia
from their bathroom sink, while every day stil
exactly how long it was, whether a few weeks or over a month, but it felt like years. Where were Righra
there, always offering to help me and offering a roof. But at 17 and with years of both wilderness andgurl
by my parents, | was too stubborn to accept their help. When Margaret Moody found out about me, she
come | ive with her. She wouldnoét tolerate my st
the next several months she housed me and fed me and in return | graduated High School. Although sh
stay longer, hgenerosity broke down my stubborn walls to offers from my Grandparents. | eventually end
them where | took over my parents Rielbooating business after they maadetien eventually joined the Fire
Departmentyhichisthear eer t oday that funds my continued
hospitality, | may not have been able to endure my circumstances and graduate, and | may not have acq
Grandparent ds hel pitfulliie today whi ~h haec I ad ma +a 2

I am often asked, 0Wh
birds?6 |Itds a good ques
OBecause they are cool 6,
and educated answer with now over three decades ol
birdng he worl d. o0lt doesn?d
this planet, there is one form of wildlife you can alway
count on seeingébirdso.
amazing colors, behaviors, lifestyles, and the challenc
of identifying the differences betseemany similar
kinds. Birds offer the most incredible diversity of wildli
the average person can Vv
have to be a-lowbBirdfdetler sales o
are tangible proof of that. From a parrot in a cage, to i
pelican diving, to a sparrow stealing scraps, to an anc
mob of gulls on the bDbig
attention of everyone. The only difference is that birde
have just acknowledged their appreciation and turned
into a hobby. Birds are as mainjing as your morning
coffee drink. Where Bioi®aradise are like a Caramel
Macchiato with extra whip and sprinkles, and Penguir
like a vanilla Frappuccino, sparrows are like blends ol
coffee; hints of different flavors but all similaldyrjust p
brown. Someone who only
needs to look at the menu a bit more.

écontinged

' 4

California QuaHChris Hartzell

Trivia FactThe California State Bird has been the California Quail since 1931. Found throughout the western Uny
States, up into Canada, and down as far as Baja CaliforMaxico, coveys have been found up to 200 individuals!
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Audubon Chapters are one of the best ways to get people to start seeing the whole menu. | was
to visit the Audubon Museum Exhibit in Gebeg&l learned thistory of the Audubon Societyyispralitical

story. Inthe late 1808, j ust one

thatsupporte@r i nnel | 6 s cause.

South
feathers for hats. The mass slaughter of birds for hats was appalling. Magazine editor George
Grinnell (pictured), inspired by the paintings of JohndldmasaAd the teachings of Lucy
Audubon as a child, pushed to gain protection for birds. After years of being unsuccess
was the wivesupper class and high political figures, the primary buyers of feathered ha
to his resie. Using classic backstage politics, these women used their positions to pus
Eventuall vy,
protecting birds, after his childhood inspirationtbeRNuagsibon Sobietame official in 1905.
The National Audubon Society has now expanded its mission and grown to intel
recognition, while birding itself has becomebdlimultiollar industry found in every country
ofthe globe. Audubon Chapters today work on implementing the mission of the Natione f,/g»{/
SocietyTo conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, ag
habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth's biolodiealsity Implementing the

American shipment ¢

ird

(n

Gr i

gotrgglélrd Grinnel

(Wikipedig

missiomanges from field trips to festivals to legal action and more. However, Chapters trying to impleme
this mission at a regional level often work hard to struggle to just survive, with some trying to nedkertheir

bake sales and membership dues.

Margaret Moody did more thatojustme. Shiuched all of. \W&When Margaret passed, she left a gene
donation to the Monterey Audubon bA&YThis donation has

allowed MAS to do what other chamgans df. We continue tqg
offer great educational programs and presentations, field {
participate in big events such as the Birdathon and Christ
But we also have been able to make a bigger difference ir
conservation issi¥e have been able to help financially su
legal action to protect credible threats to our local bird anc
like the Panoche Valley Solar Project as one example. W¢
able to fund dirgmbtection actions such as beach sigruaget
Snowy Plovers on one of their last remaining West Coast
grounds. We have recently supported MEarth in a joint
education/research project at the Carmel Middle School, §
have been able to help fund research and banding ptbgsct
agencies have cut due to budget woes. All of this contribu
survival, and our enjoyment, of our losalnairgildlife. All of
this local impact would not be possible Withoug a r e t
gift Although your membership dues allow us to keep run
generosity allows us to make a difference.

John James AuduborfJeadacquasdubpn
(April 26, 1788 January 27, 1851) wieieach
AmericaprnithologishaturalistandpainterHe
was notable for hipansive
studies tdocument all typ
of American birds and fo
detailed illustrations that
depicted the birds in thei
natural habitats. His majc
work, a colgplate book
entitledrhe Birds of Ame
(18201839), is considerg
one of the finest
ornithological works ever Py John Sym, 1826
completeddudubon identified 25 new specie

a number of new syiecies.
(Excerpt from Wikipedia)

John James Audubor

écontinded

Trivia Factl.J. Audubon completed 435 life size
watercolor paintings. Their contorted look comes
AOI I EEI OOUEIT ¢ O1 ZEEO (

Protection efforts were not limited to the United B&itegal Society for the Protection of Bird§RSPB s a
charitable organizategistered EBnglandValesand irScotlandt works to promotenseationand protection of
birdsand the widenvironmenhrough public awareness campaigimsnd through the operatioratfre
reservethroughout the United Kingdom. The charity was founded Enii§8@/iiyamsat her houseDmdsbury
Manchestas g@rotest grougampaigning against the geesaptrested grelekittivakeskins and featherfsiin
clothingOriginally known as "the Plumage League”, the group gained popularity and eventually amalgai
and Feather League aydem, and formed the RSH&n@ members of the RSPB were all worcampédigned
agaist the fashion of the time for women to wear exotic feathers in hats, and to this end the Society had
1) That Members shall discourage the wanton destruction of Birds, and interest themselves geng
2) That Latdembers shall refrain from wearing the feathers of any bird not killed for purposes of fi

-RSPB rules, 1899 (Wikipedia)
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With this special issughef Sanderlioglay | come full cirdled ve gat hered decade
conservationist, activist, world traveler, wildlife photographer, and birder. Add to that operational expegien
nonprofits, public relations experience as a business owner, amhtlesprafed<ritical thinking from a career
public safety. Today | bring all of these skills and experiences to the Monterey Audubon Society where | g
mission that was started long ago. As MAS Vice President, and the eduoSdrmeriaéull circle in carrying on
legacy that started in 1905, inspired by my Grandmother and Marg&ietiomthahl®ay , st r en gt
generosity of getting me off the streets, solidified by her generous gift toildé 8y dihd gispal sights of our na
world. Today | come full circle in carrying on the mission of the Audubon Society through the Monterey ch
providing direction as a MAS Board member, | hope to fulfill my mission by pratra@hag arsgiduag, and
entertaining newsletter.

In the coming edition$tué Sanderfiewsletter, | will look broadly to provide articles that make it as en
anticipated as your favorite magazine. My goal is to prodiSaratdeasper year, released according to the seg
Winter, Sring,SummerFall. Although | will write content on occasion, my goal as editor will be to primarily g
contributions from others to provide different voices, perspectives, and experiences from a diverse ratme
tap into a broad spectrum afstdipat span the mission of both National Audubon and Monterey Audubon. Td
from National and International conservation efforts, to local sightings, to educational articles, to equigws
and more. A key area | will hopgutarly address is the inspiration and motivation of our youth to continue W
started over a century ago. And as a photographer, you can be assured of a great visual newsletter as we
been a part of my life longer than nadeeetties of great issues and great editors. | hope to continue this hist

Our world is changing quickly. The threat of losing the ability to enjoy our natural world is real. With
to our environment as well as threats to organizafi@edylonterey Audubon. Today, more than ever, organiz
member support. In my first issue, | hope my story of how | got involved, the history of the Audubon Sodis
what to look forward tdrime Sandetlmgtivates yourenew your interest in your own local organizations, regg
where or what they are. As | am inspired to be a part of the Audubon Society and motivated to provide a ¢
hope you are inspired to take a moment and look at yoiarpamnicggtport of us. After all, it is your support ar
participation that is the foundation of inspiration that motivates the leadership of Monterey Audubon to fuli

&he Sunday Herald -Chris Hartzell

Life and Leisure

SUNDAY, JANUARY 4, 1987

Some Stereotypes Are For the Birds |

... John Heard, Chris Hartzell, Paul Eastman and Ruth Zirker (from left)

ThisMonterey Heraldarticle, printed on (.0
January 4, 198#vas a great piece on the 5 \
1986 Monterey Audubon Christmas Count.

. CHECKING BINOCULARS ON JACKS PEAK
The full article can be found othe next page. ... Elizabeth McClave (left) and Margaret Moody
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By Al Goodman
Herald Staff Writer

If the members of the Mon
Peninsula Audubon Society loole;z
only at winged creatures in their
annual bird count last week, they
failed to count the next generation
of birders among their ranks.

They are Chris Hartzell, 15, and
John Heard, 14, a pair of hardy
freshman at Carmel High School
who go a long way to dispel the
stereotypes about who's out there
watching our feathered friends.

Earlier last Monday, when bird-
ers fanned out across the Peninsula
to make the day-long count, Mar-
garet Moody stood atop Jacks Peak,
binoculars in hand, and gently de-
manded that a reporter not write
exclusively about “little old ladies
in tennis shoes” conducting the bird
count.

Ms. Moody, who has the appear-
ance of a short, wise grandmother,
happened to be wearing tennis shoes
as she spoke. Around her neck was a
kind of homemade medallion, a
good luck charm, she said, that bore
a drawing of a common moorhen.
The item had been given to her by
one Chris Hartzell.

Tough Interview

Several miles away at Point
Lobos, Chris was providing a very
tough interview. He seemed gen-
uinely interested in answering
questions, but everytime he nearly
completed a sentence, his eye would
catch another bird in the brush or
on wing, and he would yell excitedly
to his friend John to take note.

“Snipe!” screamed Chris, inter-
rupting the story about how he be-
came interested in birds at age 10,
when his grandmother took him bird
watching in Seaside.

“Keep moving, forward!” shouted
Chris, standing on a hill, encour-
aging John, who was walking
through the flats below.

‘'snipes to get an accurate count.
Many Discoveries

“That one hasn't lifted up yet,”
Chris from his perch, his
booming voice filled with the thrill
of discovery.

“They're very fast birds,” Chris
said, never taking his eyes off of his
friend or the birds about to spring
from their hiding places. “They wait
till the very last moment. A couple
of times I almost stepped on a few.
You've got to be very quick. A lot of
birds, you have to be very quick.”

Whoosh, whoosh. The snipes one
by one made their escapes from the
advancing footwork of John. Several
minutes later, the boys agreed that
they had spotted 20 of them. They
slapped hands, as if they had just
scored the winning touchdown.

“That was a kill,” said John, a
little out of breath from quickly
coming up the hill to Chris’ spot.

Back In Time

From page 4, the rest of the Monterey Heral

articleprinted on January 4, 1987

‘One of the problems with a beautiful day
is that you see fewer birds. There are no

storms to drive them in.’

tired from the construction business.
He was coordinating the crew at
Point Lobos.

But in the total count, the Penin-
sula again emerged as one of the
premier bird locations in the nation,
with 183 bird species spotted Mon-
day, and a total of about 41,000
birds, said Robert Tintle, vice pres-
ident of the local Audubon Society
chapter.

Nationally, 38,000 human com-
pilers saw 74 million birds of 632
species during counts last year in
North and Central America and the
West Indies, said Fred Baumgarten,
an editorial assistant at the Aud-
ubon Society’s American Birds
Magazine in New York. It will pub-
lish results of the 1986 bird count
next autumn.

Annual Compilation

The annual compilation has
grown from 27 people looking for
birds at 25 locations on Dec. 25,
1900, to the 1,500 count locations
last year.

The vanguard of the local
counters started at 3:30 am. on

Robinson Canyon Road in Carmel
Valley. The aim was to touch bases
with the owls, who were finishing up
the night shift about that time. The
counters consisted of Tintle, a sci-
ence teacher at Pebble Beach’s
Robert Louis Stevenson School,

Chris Tenney, a math/science
teacher at San Juan School in San
Juan Bautista, and Monterey at-
torney Don Roberson, who joined
the initial two a short while later.
By daylight, 62 counters, includ-
ing eight on a boat that cruised just

throughout the day until a celebra-
tion dinner that evening at the Sen-

jor Citizens Center of Pacific Grove.

“Frankly, I come (on the count)
because I enjoy the supper so much.
1 see all of my friends. That's not
for quotes,” said Ms. Moody on
Jacks Peak. She has been interested
in birds since she was a girl, having

read the works of British naturalist
Ernest Thompson Seton.

She and her friend Elizabeth
McClave of Carmel Valley patrolled
the upper reaches of the mountain,
disappointed that a large wooden
water tank was not yielding the
expected bird results. Normally, the
tank of water “sweats” drops of
water out its sides, attracting
thirsty birds, but not this year.

It meant the pair had to look ever
more keenly to spot birds.

“I'm a birder,” Ms. Moody
stated. “I'm deaf (she wears a hear-
ing aid) and nearsighted.”

But Ms. Moody, a volunteer read-

birds his crew had sighted, abb-
reviating “S Jay” for scub jay, “P
Nuthatch” for pygmy nuthatch and
s0 on. The totals would be trans-

area, the Audubon Society compilers
in New York want a description of

the bird’s features and, preferably,
evidence that more than one person
saw the bird, just to keep the count
honest and accurate, Tenney said.
Like the rest of the birders,
Eastman was equipped with tools of
the trade. He used a Bushnell

Beautiful Weather
Several hours still remained in =
the count, and the beautiful weather N n
had its dr:fwbt:ects. (Herald Photo by Alan McEwes)
“One problems with a CLEAR MESSAGE
beautiful day is that you see fewer ... open-ended return PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES

birds. There are no storms to drive
them in," said Paul Eastman, re-

... black-crowned night heron
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Field Trips
Field trips aredrdess otherwise stated. Times areastiR&éB. IPaders at the contact info

Sat. Nov I 8:30am2pm: Packard Ranch, Elkhorn Slough
With Fall at hand, we will bird along the northern perimeter of the Packard Ranch fronting Elkhorn Slough. Birding this
extraordinary habitat, we will be looking for returning ducks, shorebirds and passerines finishing up around noon.
Meet: Departing 8:30am Elkho®l ough Reserve’s Visitor Center where w
liquids.RSVPRIick FournieRimbirding@aol.com

Sat. Nov. X 8amnoon: Laguna Grande Park, Seaside

willow and eucalyptus trees to some of the marsh species like Sora, ViRpiligas well as migratory
waterfowl. Also Peregrine Falcons and Gssdled Grackle have been known to frequent this area. B
sure to bring your cameradleet: 8am at the playground across from the City Hall lawn.
RSVPChris Hartzell 838759533 c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net

Sat. Nov. 1@ 8amnoon: Del Monte ForestMonterey Towns_ends Warbler
Join ugfor a short atumnal forest migrantvalk to our endemic Monterey Pine foress we tryfor Chris Hartzell
some of late falland winttss mor e uncommon conifer specialists. I n adqd

will keep an eye out for less often seBime forest specialists including Hermit Warbler, Goldeswned Kinglet and possibly
Redbreasted NuthatchMeet: 8am at Hwy 68 (Holman Hwy) pullout and trailheB&VPBlake Matheson 83824-4914

Sat. Nov. 1% 7am-3pm: Pinnacles & Santa Ana Valley

Pkase join us for an exciting trip to East Pinnacles in search of California Condors, Canyon Wrens, PrairRuUfalcons,
Crowned Sparrows, and other regional specialties. Leaving San Juan Bautista, we will stop for waterfowl, eagles, add s
at Pacines Reservoir before continuing to Pinnacles. Once in the park, we will do the hike to the Bear Gulch Reservoir, i
process going through rocky crags, riparian, and thick chaparral. After leaving the park, if time permits, we will &keépa sig
through the Santa Ana Valley in search of raptBrsig lunch and liquid§pecial noteThe 2.5 mile trail steadily climbs over
700 ftand requires stooping under overhanging rocks and going up steep, narrow stairs. According to the Park Service,
listed as a "moderately strenuous" hikdeet: 1 meet up will be 7am for carpooling from the Nob Hill parking lot at the cor
of highway 68 and Blanco in Salin@%’ meet up spot at 7:30am at the Windmill Market in San Juan BauRS¥PRJ Adams
831-771-9303rjadams55@yahoo.cofree:$5.00 per car fee to enter the park.

Sat. Dec. I 6am4pm: South Monterey County
Join us for an atiay trip down into deep South Monterey County where we will be searching f¢
Mountain Bluebirdswintering raptors, sparrows, and possible rarities such as longspurs and
Mountain PloversThere is a good chance that we will see Tule Elk and Pronghorn Antelope o
this trip. Bring lunch, water, and cameideet: at the Prunetree Shopping Center at the
intersection of 156/Vierra Canyon and Highway 101 in Prunedale at 6:00 a.m. Minimum 6 pect
for the trip to go, so pleaseserve your spot by November 29
RSVPTim Amaral 832385407 redtailtours@earthlink.net

Golden EaglePinnacles
Chris Hartzell

Pelagic Trips
Monterey Bagts excellent Pelagic trips for both birds and whales (and occasionally turtl
Audubon does not directly conduct Pelagic Trips, we do recommend eitinigrtodioopénaidos

Monterey Seabirds831-3754658 www.montereyseabirds.com
Shearwater Journey€831-637-8527www.shearwaterjourneys.com

Volunteer!
Monterey Audubon is always in search of volunteers. We use volunteers to lead field trips, be on the Boa
Directors, staff @ents, and submit article$or The Sanderling newsletter. If you would be interested in
helping out, please contact us amontereyaudubon@yahoo.com
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Events

Sunday December 1®ig Sur Christmas Bird Count

Join us for one of the most scenic and challenging Christmas Counts in the nation. Big territories, rugged country
special rarities predominate in Big Sur. From Condors soaring over Pfieffer to Mountain Quail high in the Santa |
and unexpected raties at the Big Sur Rivermoythhi s i s a count for the birde
Contact:Blake Matheson 83B824-4914L.ammergeierEyes@aol.com

Thursday December 2Monterey Peninsula Christmas Bird Count

Steeped in tradition, our most popular Christmas Count! Join counters as we fan across the beautiful Peninsula
searching high and low for counts and rarities. From forests of Pebble Beach, to the rocky shores of Pt. Lobos, t
Sapsucker habitat in Maerey City, this count has a habitat to suit anyone.

Contact:Blake Matheson 83824-4914LammergeierEyes@aol.com

Meetings & Programs
Board meetingso§rams are open to the public and held at the Pacific Groesddysefiizatheridn

Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm
(Times subject to change. Gdeclcontact us to see about any changes or agendas)

November 13TBD
Board MeetingnotesMont er ey Audubon’s Nomination Committee

December 11Conservation of the Tricolored BlackbirdKeiller Kyle

TheTricolored BlackbirsNor t h  Amer i c a’ shirdrfound almosh éxdusively in Cdlifarmad its breedin
colonies often teem with more than 50,000 birds, sometimes all settled in a singlergé@reato raise their young.
Over the last 70 yea, the Tricolored Blackbird population has decreased by more than 80%. agwmsefor this
decline are manyJoin California Audubon's Keiller Kyle, leadservation biologisfor this important and
informational talk.

Board Meetingnotese | ecti on of Monterey Audubon’'s Officers.

January 8Greater Sagesrouse- Alan Krakauer
Sagegrouse leks are a true marvel of nature, and have been the focus of research by biologists for decades.
Unfortunately, numberof this iconic western species aredecline in many parts of its range. Alan will describe hoy
new technology such as robotics and microphone arrays are giving us novel insights irgoosesgebehavior and how
males make sound during courtship. He will alescribe experiments that atdess how humaiproduced noise may be
impacting sag@rouse populations.

February 12Wildlife Photoqraphy and TraveIChris Hartzell

birds and wildife, Chris will shareis tipsand tricks for choosing, planning, travelin
and photographing some of the best placeskamth. From the Geater Roadrunner g
to the Great White Shark, this slide shaembined with educational information
andinexpensive travel techniques is sure to get your travel juices flowing.

March 12:The Livingstone Birding Trail; aarmchair African Safarof Botswana,
Namibia, and Zambia- Brent Reed

for an armchair birding safattirough Botswana, Namibia, and Zamliéaginning
and ending in the Okavango Delthis birding journey covers a wide variety of
Southern African habitats from permanent wetlands through sarid kalahari, riparian Fish Eagle in Botswana
woodland, miombo woodland and the vast salt plains of the Makgadikgadi Pans Chris Hartzell
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Board Of Directors
PRESIDENT

BLAKE MATHESON

lammergeiereyes@aol.c
1stVICE PRESIDENT

CHRIS HARTZELL

c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net
2ndVICE PRESIDENT

JAN SCOTT

bjweed@montereybay.c
SECRETARY

AME WELLSIARTZELL

mzlaughalot@yahoo.con

TREASURER

Sightings

Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Aler|
10/14: American RedstarEl Carmelo Cemetary, 10/18orthern ParulaEl Carmelo Cemetar$carlet
TanagerLaguna Grande Parkdigo BuntingMoon Glow Dairy, 10/12Palm WarblerPebble Beach
Golf Course, 10/1Tfennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Palm Warbler, Tropical Kingbaglina
Grande Parke, 10/1@hite-throated SparrowEl Estero Cemetarfalm WarblerMonterey
Cemetary, 10/9Chestnutsided WarblerCarmel River, 10/@8obolinkMoon Glow Dairy, 10/7:
Pectoral SandpipeBaird® SandpipeiMoon Glow DairyBlackpoll WarblefRoberts Lake,
10/6: Yellow-breasted ChatRedhead California CondorsAndrew MoleraPectoral Sandpipers
Blackthroated Blue WarbleiMoon Glow DairyBlackpoll WarblesLaguna Grande Park, 10/(Greater
White-fronted GeeseSalinas River, 10/Kluetian Canada Geeseover Monterey By (pelagic trip),
9/28: Brown Booby Tropical KingbirdRock Wren-Pt Pinos
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Bird of the Century?

What could be the "bird of the century" appeared along Watsonville Slough, Santa Cruz Co,
north of the Montereyborder, from Sep 28 through Oct 2: an immature Common CucRooujus
canoru$ in hepatic plumage. This amazing vagrant was found by Lois Goldfrank on a Santa
Bird Club outing led by Steve Gerow, and all are to be praised for getting the word quitkly!

Common Cuckoo breeds parasitically (i.e.,
raise the babies) from Europe to Siberia and then flies to Africa for the winter. Our bird was
heading the 'wrong' way (towards South America) inrfadiration but
found the patches of willows in Watsonville to be conducive for a
'rest stop,’ where it gorged on blagadyellow wooly caterpillars. This

few back feathers, the female was in juvenal plumage, and was
identified as Common Cuckoo (instead of Oriental Cuckoo C. optat
the other vagrant Eurasian cuckoo that has reached Alaska) becaug
the white patch on the nape, the comparatively narrow barring belofi 4
the mostly unmarked rump (just single subterminal spots on each =
feather), bill size and shape, and underwing pattern. It was seen by
hundreds of birders from across Califoraiad beyond during its stay,

Common Cuckoo
Don Roberson

and was featured by several local newspapers and newscain Roberson
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MONTEREAUDUBGIDCIETWIEMBERSHIP

Membership dues payable each January
__$20 lyear Monterey Audubon membership
(includesSanderling newslettesubscription)
__$20 lyear National Audubon membership
(includes Audubon magazine subscription)
__$30 lyear Audubon & Monterey Chapter membershp
(includesboth publications)

Iwould liketoh el p

tax deductible donation in the amount of$

Resources MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (836H036

Monterey Birdsbook available for $5 at the monthly programs

MAS websitewww.montereyaudubon.org  email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com
Monterey Bay Birders listserwwww.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html

Santa Cruz birdersvww.santacruzbirdclub.org
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Monterey Audubon Society c2zcoso
PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921
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