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I t was my 10th birthday. My Grandmother, Claire Reordan, wanted to get 

me out to do something different. Hoping somewhere in this outing there would be 
cake, I cautiously put my jacket on and hopped in the car with her. A short drive 
put us in the parking lot of Robertõs Lake in Seaside, back when next door was a 
Kmart and there was no reflection of the Embassy Suites on the water. Upon 
exiting the vehicle, I realized I was the victim of a conspiracy. My Grandmother had 
planned a field trip for me and asked her friend to join us. Her friendõs name was 
Margaret Moody. She would be someone who would affect all of us for the rest of 
our lives. On this day, she and my grandmother introduced me to òbirdingó. Birds! 
Birds? Iõm a 10 year old boy who wants cake and then to go home and blow up my 
GI Joes with firecrackers. And they want me to look at birds? Okay, fine, but I 
donõt need a scope to just look at òSeagullsó. Although, there is a remote control 
boat racing on the lake that Iõll look at! So I grab the scope, following directions on 
how to hold it and focus. I watch the boat, then some gulls, then some ducks. Iõm 
scanning back and forth when something catches my attention. Thatõs not a gull, 
nor a duck, and it has some crazy bright red bill. òWhat is this bird?ó I ask. They 
each take turns looking in the scope. To this day I canõt say they really didnõt know 
what it was. If they did, it was a great job acting. We grabbed the book and flipped 
through it. Margaret kept asking for details as we looked at over 400 pictures and I 
constantly had to go back to the scope to gather more characteristics on this crazy 
looking thing. It was about 30-45 minutes later when we decided we had seen 
enough to convince us of a positive ID. Common Moorhen we agreed. Margaret and 
Claire were as excited as I was. Not only was it a great look at an elusive bird, but 
apparently a ôrarityõ. òWe have to call the rare bird alertó, they said. òRare Bird 
Alert?ó I asked. They explained, òItõs a recording where you call in a rare bird so 
others can come and see it. Weõll give you the credit since you discovered itó. 
òWhat other rare birds can we see?ó I eagerly asked. òWell there is a Canada Goose 
and a Wood Duck over at the Naval Post Graduate Schooló. And so it began...my 
love for birds.     écontinued on page 2 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Common Moorhen - Chris Hartzell 
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 Today, Canada Geese are no longer òrare birdsó and Wood Ducks are no longer found at the NPGS. But every once 
in a while you can still find a Common Moorhen. Claire and Margaret would take me on all the great field trips; Andrew 
Molera, Carmel Valley, and Los Banos (in fact I lead a Los Banos trip now over 2 days, how it was originally done). I began 
to be taught more about birds and wildlife by birders than by my school teachers. Birders like; Brian Weed, Vitaly 
Volmanski, Chris Tenney, Kim Kuska, Bob Tintle, Paul Eastman, Dennis and Becca Serdehely, and Don Roberson among 
many others too long to list. Although my parents got me into nature with outings in the wild, and my Grandmother and 
Grandfather played a significant role in getting me into the conservation field by taking me when they volunteered at Pt. 
Lobos and the Monterey Bay Aquarium, Margaret Moody played a tremendous role both directly and indirectly in my life 
and in my future. I accompanied Margaret on MANY bird trips and although I was only a fraction of her age, she was a great 
friend. At 17 years old and desperate to seek independence, I was faced with a voluntary decision to either follow my parents 
in a move that would postpone my graduating High School from 6 months to òindefiniteó, or be on my own. My decision had 
me homeless in days. I lived under the Carmel River Bridge, scrounged for food from the Safeway garbage, took cat-baths 
from their bathroom sink, while every day still getting up early to make sure I got to school. I honestly donõt remember 
exactly how long it was, whether a few weeks or over a month, but it felt like years. Where were my Grandparents? Right 
there, always offering to help me and offering a roof. But at 17 and with years of both wilderness and urban survival training 
by my parents, I was too stubborn to accept their help. When Margaret Moody found out about me, she adamantly insisted I 
come live with her. She wouldnõt tolerate my stubbornness, and as friend not family, I was more accepting of the help. For 
the next several months she housed me and fed me and in return I graduated High School. Although she offered for me to 
stay longer, her generosity broke down my stubborn walls to offers from my Grandparents. I eventually ended up back with 
them where I took over my parents Balloon decorating business after they moved, and then eventually joined the Fire 
Department, which is the career today that funds my continued interest in the natural world. If it wasnõt for Margaretõs 
hospitality, I may not have been able to endure my circumstances and graduate, and I may not have accepted my 
Grandparentõs help, all which has led me to a fruitful life today.  
 I am often asked, òWhat is so interesting about  
birds?ó Itõs a good question. What started out as just,  
òBecause they are cooló, has become a more experienced  
and educated answer with now over three decades of  
birding the world. òIt doesnõt matter where you go on  
this planet, there is one form of wildlife you can always  
count on seeingébirdsó. Add to this of course their  
amazing colors, behaviors, lifestyles, and the challenges  
of identifying the differences between so many similar  
kinds. Birds offer the most incredible diversity of wildlife  
the average person can view and appreciate. You donõt  
have to be a òbirderó to be a bird-lover. Bird feeder sales  
are tangible proof of that. From a parrot in a cage, to a  
pelican diving, to a sparrow stealing scraps, to an angry  
mob of gulls on the big screenébirds capture the  
attention of everyone. The only difference is that birders  
have just acknowledged their appreciation and turned it  
into a hobby. Birds are as wide ranging as your morning  
coffee drink. Where Birds-of-Paradise are like a Caramel  
Macchiato with extra whip and sprinkles, and Penguins  
like a vanilla Frappuccino, sparrows are like blends of  
coffee; hints of different flavors but all similarly just plain  
brown. Someone who only sees òSeagulls and Ducksó just  
needs to look at the menu a bit more.  
             écontinued on page 3 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Quail - Chris Hartzell 

Trivia Fact: The California State Bird has been the California Quail since 1931.  Found throughout the western United 

States, up into Canada, and down as far as Baja California - Mexico, coveys have been found up to 200 individuals! 
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 Audubon Chapters are one of the best ways to get people to start seeing the whole menu. I was very lucky in 2010 
to visit the Audubon Museum Exhibit in Georgia, where I learned the history of the Audubon Society is truly a political 
story. In the late 1800õs, just one South American shipment contained 60,000 dead hummingbirds imported to use their 
feathers for hats. The mass slaughter of birds for hats was appalling. Magazine editor George Bird  
Grinnell (pictured), inspired by the paintings of John James Audubon and the teachings of Lucy  
Audubon as a child, pushed to gain protection for birds. After years of being unsuccessful, ironically it  
was the wives of upper class and high political figures, the primary buyers of feathered hats, who came  
to his rescue. Using classic backstage politics, these women used their positions to push hidden agendas  
that supported Grinnellõs cause. Eventually, Grinnell named his organization of members, dedicated to 
protecting birds, after his childhood inspirations. Thus, the Audubon Society became official in 1905.  
 The National Audubon Society has now expanded its mission and grown to international  
recognition, while birding itself has become a multi-billion dollar industry found in every country  
of the globe. Audubon Chapters today work on implementing the mission of the National Audubon  
Society; To conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their  
habitats for the benefit of humanity and the earth's biological diversity. Implementing the  
mission ranges from field trips to festivals to legal action and more. However, Chapters trying to implement 
this mission at a regional level often work hard to struggle to just survive, with some trying to make their difference from 
bake sales and membership dues.  
 Margaret Moody did more than just touch me. She touched all of us. When Margaret passed, she left a generous 
donation to the Monterey Audubon Society (MAS). This donation has  
allowed MAS to do what other chapters dream of. We continue to  
offer great educational programs and presentations, field trips, and  
participate in big events such as the Birdathon and Christmas Count.  
But we also have been able to make a bigger difference in larger scale  
conservation issues. We have been able to help financially support  
legal action to protect credible threats to our local bird and wildlife,  
like the Panoche Valley Solar Project as one example. We have been  
able to fund direct protection actions such as beach signage to protect  
Snowy Plovers on one of their last remaining West Coast breeding  
grounds. We have recently supported MEarth in a joint  
education/research project at the Carmel Middle School, and we  
have been able to help fund research and banding projects that other 
agencies have cut due to budget woes. All of this contributes to the  
survival, and our enjoyment, of our local birds and wildlife. All of  
this local impact would not be possible without Margaretõs incredible  
gift. Although your membership dues allow us to keep running, her  
generosity allows us to make a difference.   

 
     écontinued on page 4 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Bird Grinnell 

(Wikipedia) 

John James Audubon (Jean-Jacques Audubon) 
(April 26, 1785 ð January 27, 1851) was a French-
American ornithologist, naturalist, and painter. He 
was notable for his expansive 
studies to document all types  
of American birds and for his  
detailed illustrations that  
depicted the birds in their  
natural habitats. His major  
work, a color-plate book  
entitled The Birds of America  
(1827ð1839), is considered  
one of the finest  
ornithological works ever  
completed. Audubon identified 25 new species and 
a number of new sub-species. 

(Excerpt from Wikipedia) 

 
 

John James Audubon 
by John Sym, 1826 

 

Protection efforts were not limited to the United States. The Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) is a 
charitable organization registered in England, Wales, and in Scotland. It works to promote conservation and protection of 
birds and the wider environment through public awareness campaigns, petitions and through the operation of nature 
reserves throughout the United Kingdom. The charity was founded in 1889 by Emily Williamson at her house in Didsbury, 
Manchester as a protest group campaigning against the use of great crested grebe and kittiwake skins and feathers in fur 
clothing. Originally known as "the Plumage League", the group gained popularity and eventually amalgamated with the Fur 
and Feather League in Croydon, and formed the RSPB. Original members of the RSPB were all women who campaigned 
against the fashion of the time for women to wear exotic feathers in hats, and to this end the Society had two simple rules: 
 1) That Members shall discourage the wanton destruction of Birds, and interest themselves generally in their protection 
 2) That Lady-Members shall refrain from wearing the feathers of any bird not killed for purposes of food, the ostrich only excepted. 
 -RSPB rules, 1899         (Wikipedia) 

 

Trivia Fact: J.J. Audubon completed 435 life size 

watercolor paintings. Their contorted look comes 

ÆÒÏÍ ÈÉÍ ÔÒÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÆÉÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÏÎÔÏ Á ÂÏÏËȭÓ ÐÁÇÅȢ 
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 With this special issue of The Sanderling, today I come full circle. Iõve gathered decades of experience as an educator, 
conservationist, activist, world traveler, wildlife photographer, and birder. Add to that operational experience with multiple 
non-profits, public relations experience as a business owner, and the professionalism and critical thinking from a career with 
public safety. Today I bring all of these skills and experiences to the Monterey Audubon Society where I can help further the 
mission that was started long ago. As MAS Vice President, and the new Sanderling editor, I come full circle in carrying on a 
legacy that started in 1905, inspired by my Grandmother and Margaret on that 10th birthday, strengthened with Margaretõs 
generosity of getting me off the streets, solidified by her generous gift to MAS, and inspired by the global sights of our natural 
world. Today I come full circle in carrying on the mission of the Audubon Society through the Monterey chapter. Along with 
providing direction as a MAS Board member, I hope to fulfill my mission by providing an educational, inspiring, and 
entertaining newsletter. 
 In the coming editions of The Sanderling newsletter, I will look broadly to provide articles that make it as enjoyable and 
anticipated as your favorite magazine. My goal is to provide at least 4 Sanderlings per year, released according to the seasons; 
Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall. Although I will write content on occasion, my goal as editor will be to primarily organize 
contributions from others to provide different voices, perspectives, and experiences from a diverse range of authors. I look to 
tap into a broad spectrum of topics that span the mission of both National Audubon and Monterey Audubon. Topics ranging 
from National and International conservation efforts, to local sightings, to educational articles, to equipment and book reviews, 
and more. A key area I will hope to regularly address is the inspiration and motivation of our youth to continue what was 
started over a century ago. And as a photographer, you can be assured of a great visual newsletter as well. The Sanderling has 
been a part of my life longer than not, with decades of great issues and great editors. I hope to continue this history. 
 Our world is changing quickly. The threat of losing the ability to enjoy our natural world is real. With threats directly 
to our environment as well as threats to organizations, just like Monterey Audubon. Today, more than ever, organizations need 
member support. In my first issue, I hope my story of how I got involved, the history of the Audubon Society, and a glimpse of 
what to look forward to in The Sanderling, motivates you to renew your interest in your own local organizations, regardless of 
where or what they are. As I am inspired to be a part of the Audubon Society and motivated to provide a good newsletter, I 
hope you are inspired to take a moment and look at your participation and support of us. After all, it is your support and 
participation that is the foundation of inspiration that motivates the leadership of Monterey Audubon to fulfill its mission.  
 

           -Chris Hartzell 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Monterey Herald article, printed on  
January 4, 1987, was a great piece on the 
1986 Monterey Audubon Christmas Count. 
The full article can be found on the next page. 
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Back In Time 
From page 4, the rest of the Monterey Herald 

article printed on January 4, 1987 
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Field Trips 

Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided. 
 

Sat. Nov 3 ς 8:30am-2pm: Packard Ranch, Elkhorn Slough 
With Fall at hand, we will bird along the northern perimeter of the Packard Ranch fronting Elkhorn Slough. Birding this 
extraordinary habitat, we will be looking for returning ducks, shorebirds and passerines finishing up around noon. 
Meet: Departing 8:30am Elkhorn Slough Reserve’s Visitor Center where we caravan over to the Packard Ranch. Bring snacks and 
liquids. RSVP: Rick Fournier  Rimbirding@aol.com 
 
Sat. Nov. 3 ς 8am-noon: Laguna Grande Park, Seaside 
This city lake area is one of our best locations for seeing a variety of birds, from vagrant warblers in the  
willow and eucalyptus trees to some of the marsh species like Sora, Virginia  Rail, as well as migratory  
waterfowl. Also Peregrine Falcons and Great-tailed Grackles have been known to frequent this area. Be  
sure to bring your cameras! Meet: 8am at the playground across from the City Hall lawn.  
RSVP: Chris Hartzell 831-375-9533 c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
  
Sat.  Nov. 10 ς 8am-noon: Del Monte Forest, Monterey 
Join us for a short autumnal forest migrant walk to our endemic Monterey Pine forest as we try for  
some of late fall and winter’s more uncommon conifer specialists. In addition to Townsend’s warbler and Chickadee flocks we 
will keep an eye out for less often seen Pine forest specialists including Hermit Warbler, Golden-crowned Kinglet and possibly 
Red-breasted Nuthatch. Meet: 8am at Hwy 68 (Holman Hwy) pullout and trailhead. RSVP: Blake Matheson 831-324-4914 

 
Sat. Nov. 17 ς 7am-3pm: Pinnacles & Santa Ana Valley 
Please join us for an exciting trip to East Pinnacles in search of California Condors, Canyon Wrens, Prairie Falcons, Rufous-
Crowned Sparrows, and other regional specialties. Leaving San Juan Bautista, we will stop for waterfowl, eagles, and shorebirds 
at Paicines Reservoir before continuing to Pinnacles. Once in the park, we will do the hike to the Bear Gulch Reservoir, in the 
process going through rocky crags, riparian, and thick chaparral. After leaving the park, if time permits, we will take a side trip 
through the Santa Ana Valley in search of raptors. Bring lunch and liquids. Special note: The 2.5 mile trail steadily climbs over 
700 ft and requires stooping under overhanging rocks and going up steep, narrow stairs. According to the Park Service, it is 
listed as a "moderately strenuous" hike. Meet: 1st meet up will be 7am for carpooling from the Nob Hill parking lot at the corner 
of highway 68 and Blanco in Salinas. 2nd meet up spot at 7:30am at the Windmill Market in San Juan Bautista. RSVP: RJ Adams 
831-771-9303 rjadams55@yahoo.com Fee: $5.00 per car fee to enter the park.  
 
Sat. Dec. 1 ς 6am-4pm: South Monterey County 
Join us for an all-day trip down into deep South Monterey County where we will be searching for  
Mountain Bluebirds, wintering raptors, sparrows, and possible rarities such as longspurs and  
Mountain Plovers. There is a good chance that we will see Tule Elk and Pronghorn Antelope on 
 this trip. Bring lunch, water, and camera. Meet: at the Prunetree Shopping Center at the  
intersection of 156/Vierra Canyon and Highway 101 in Prunedale at 6:00 a.m. Minimum 6 people  
for the trip to go, so please reserve your spot by November 29   
RSVP: Tim Amaral 831-238-5407 redtailtours@earthlink.net 

 
 
 

 
 

Pelagic Trips 

Monterey Bay hosts excellent Pelagic trips for both birds and whales (and occasionally turtles!). Although Monterey 
Audubon does not directly conduct Pelagic Trips, we do recommend either of our two local Pelagic trip tour operators: 

  Monterey Seabirds: 831-375-4658  www.montereyseabirds.com 
  Shearwater Journeys: 831-637-8527 www.shearwaterjourneys.com  

 

Volunteer! 
Monterey Audubon is always in search of volunteers. We use volunteers to lead field trips, be on the Board of 
Directors, staff events, and submit articles for The Sanderling newsletter. If you would be interested in 
helping out, please contact us at: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com 

 
Golden Eagle - Pinnacles 

Chris Hartzell 

 
Townsends Warbler 

Chris Hartzell 

mailto:Rimbirding@aol.com
mailto:email-rjadams55@yahoo.com
mailto:redtailtours@earthlink.net
http://www.shearwaterjourneys.com/


Page 7 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meetings & Programs 
Board meetings & Programs are open to the public and held at the Pacific Grove Museum the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 

 

Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm, preceded by refreshments.  
(Times subject to change. Check online or contact us to see about any changes or agendas) 

 

November 13: TBD 
Board Meeting notes: Monterey Audubon’s Nomination Committee will present nominations for Officers. 
 
December 11: Conservation of the Tricolored Blackbird - Keiller Kyle  
The Tricolored Blackbird is North America’s most colonial land bird. Found almost exclusively in California, its breeding 
colonies often teem with more than 50,000 birds, sometimes all settled in a single 10-acre area to raise their young. 
Over the last 70 years, the Tricolored Blackbird population has decreased by more than 80%. The reasons for this 
decline are many. Join California Audubon's Keiller Kyle, lead conservation biologist, for this important and 
informational talk. 
Board Meeting notes: election of Monterey Audubon’s Officers. 
 
January 8: Greater Sage-Grouse - Alan Krakauer 
Sage-grouse leks are a true marvel of nature, and have been the focus of research by biologists for decades. 
Unfortunately, numbers of this iconic western species are in decline in many parts of its range. Alan will describe how 
new technology such as robotics and microphone arrays are giving us novel insights into sage-grouse behavior and how 
males make sound during courtship. He will also describe experiments that address how human-produced noise may be 
impacting sage-grouse populations. 
 
February 12: Wildlife Photography and Travel - Chris Hartzell 
With over 3 decades of experience traveling more than 18 countries photographing  
birds and wildlife, Chris will share his tips and tricks for choosing, planning, traveling, 
and photographing some of the best places on Earth. From the Greater Roadrunner 
to the Great White Shark, this slide show, combined with educational information  
and inexpensive travel techniques is sure to get your travel juices flowing.  
 
March 12: The Livingstone Birding Trail; an armchair African Safari of Botswana,  
Namibia, and Zambia  - Brent Reed 
Brent was born in the Magaliesberg mountains of South Africa where he developed 
a deep and abiding love for the bush and all things wild. Brent has been guiding  
birding safaris since 1997 in many countries of Africa. Tonight, join us as he takes us  
for an armchair birding safari through Botswana, Namibia, and Zambia. Beginning  
and ending in the Okavango Delta, this birding journey covers a wide variety of  
Southern African habitats from permanent wetlands through semi-arid kalahari, riparian  
woodland, miombo woodland and the vast salt plains of the Makgadikgadi Pans.   

Events 
 

Sunday December 16: Big Sur Christmas Bird Count 
Join us for one of the most scenic and challenging Christmas Counts in the nation. Big territories, rugged country and 
special rarities predominate in Big Sur. From Condors soaring over Pfieffer to Mountain Quail high in the Santa Lucias 
and unexpected rarities at the Big Sur River mouth, this is a count for the birder’s birder.  
Contact: Blake Matheson 831-324-4914 LammergeierEyes@aol.com 
 
Thursday December 27: Monterey Peninsula Christmas Bird Count 
Steeped in tradition, our most popular Christmas Count! Join counters as we fan across the beautiful Peninsula 
searching high and low for counts and rarities. From forests of Pebble Beach, to the rocky shores of Pt. Lobos, to prime 
Sapsucker habitat in Monterey City, this count has a habitat to suit anyone.  
Contact: Blake Matheson 831-324-4914 LammergeierEyes@aol.com 
 

 
Fish Eagle in Botswana 

Chris Hartzell 

 

mailto:LammergeierEyes@aol.com
mailto:LammergeierEyes@aol.com
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Board Of Directors 
 PRESIDENT 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeiereyes@aol.com 
 

  1st VICE PRESIDENT 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
 

  2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
 

  SECRETARY 

AME WELLS-HARTZELL 
mzlaughalot@yahoo.com 
 

  TREASURER 

MAY GONG-TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
 

  DIRECTORS 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 
 

  MEMBERSHIP 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
 

  CONSERVATION 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
 

  FIELD TRIPS 

ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
 

  PROGRAMS 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
 

  WEBMASTER 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
 

  SANDERLING EDITOR 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
 

  PUBLIC RELATIONS 

TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 
 

 

Sightings 
Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Alert 

10/14: American Redstart-El Carmelo Cemetary, 10/13: Northern Parula-El Carmelo Cemetary, Scarlet 
Tanager-Laguna Grande Park, Indigo Bunting-Moon Glow Dairy, 10/12: Palm Warbler-Pebble Beach 
Golf Course, 10/11: Tennessee Warbler, Nashville Warbler, Palm Warbler, Tropical Kingbird-Laguna 
Grande Parke, 10/10: White-throated Sparrow-El Estero Cemetary, Palm Warbler-Monterey 
Cemetary, 10/9: Chestnut-sided Warbler-Carmel River, 10/8: Bobolink-Moon Glow Dairy, 10/7: 
Pectoral Sandpiper, BairdΩs Sandpiper-Moon Glow Dairy, Blackpoll Warbler-Roberts Lake,  
10/6: Yellow-breasted Chat, Redhead, California Condors-Andrew Molera, Pectoral Sandpipers, 
Black-throated Blue Warbler-Moon Glow Dairy, Blackpoll Warbler-Laguna Grande Park, 10/5: Greater 
White-fronted Geese-Salinas River, 10/1: Aluetian Canada Geese – over Monterey Bay (pelagic trip), 
9/28: Brown Booby, Tropical Kingbird, Rock Wren – Pt Pinos 

Bird  of the Century? 

What could be the "bird of the century" appeared along Watsonville Slough, Santa Cruz Co, just 
north of the Monterey border, from Sep 28 through Oct 2: an immature Common Cuckoo (Cuculus 
canorus) in hepatic plumage. This amazing vagrant was found by Lois Goldfrank on a Santa Cruz 
Bird Club outing led by Steve Gerow, and all are to be praised for getting the word out so quickly! 
Common Cuckoo breeds parasitically (i.e., lies its eggs in other bird’s nests who hatch them and 
raise the babies) from Europe to Siberia and then flies to Africa for the winter. Our bird was 
heading the 'wrong' way (towards South America) in fall migration but  
found the patches of willows in Watsonville to be conducive for a  
'rest stop,' where it gorged on black-and-yellow wooly caterpillars. This  
is the first record for California and just the second for the lower 48  
states (the other record 1981 at Marthas Vineyard, MA). Except for a  
few back feathers, the female was in juvenal plumage, and was  
identified as Common Cuckoo (instead of Oriental Cuckoo C. optatus,  
the other vagrant Eurasian cuckoo that has reached Alaska) because of  
the white patch on the nape, the comparatively narrow barring below,  
the mostly unmarked rump (just single subterminal spots on each  
feather), bill size and shape, and underwing pattern. It was seen by  
hundreds of birders from across California and beyond during its stay,  

and was featured by several local newspapers and newscasts.  ðDon Roberson 

 

Resources  MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (831) 626-6605 

Monterey Birds book available for $5 at the monthly programs 
MAS website: www.montereyaudubon.org email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com 
Monterey Bay Birders listserv: www.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html 
Santa Cruz birders: www.santacruzbirdclub.org 
 

 
Common Cuckoo 
Don Roberson 

Make checks payable and remit to: 
 

Monterey Audubon Society  C2ZC050Z 

PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921 

MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Membership dues payable each January 
__$20 1-year Monterey Audubon membership  

(includes Sanderling newsletter subscription) 
__$20 1-year National Audubon membership  

(includes Audubon magazine subscription) 
__$30 1-year Audubon & Monterey Chapter membership 

(includes both publications) 
I would like to help Audubonôs mission & make an additional 

tax deductible donation in the amount of $________________ 
 

Please send my subscription to:    (please print clearly) 
 

NAME_______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________ 
 

CITY_________________STATE________ZIP_______ 
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